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PART V . !
‘ .Crops
Major Crops .

Wheat and barley are the most important crops of Asotin County. Actually
the cropping pattern is not very diversified, In 195k, wheat and barley to-
gether made up slightly over four-fifths of the harvested cropland, Wheat, for
many years, has been the main crop, About 27,000 acres' of wheat were harvested
during 1958, Barley ranked second with 11,600 acres, or about one-fourth of
the cropland, Alfalfa and small grains grown for grain are generally about th-
same 1n acreage, Oats are the fifth ranking crop and clover and timothy mixe .
tures cut for hay are sixth, Fruits and several other minor crops are produced
on the remaining acres of harvested cropland in Asotin County,

Crop Trends

The major erop trend in Asotin Cohnty since 1939 has been the rapid in-
crease in wheat acreage followed by an equally rapid decline, Wheat acreage
has declined by about one-third since 1953, Barley acreage dropped between

Total Acres of Land Harvested, 1954
47,588 acres

Figure 11,~ Percent’ of Total Croplahd_;h‘Leéﬁihg;ﬁ}qpsv
. Asctin County, 1954 " ". . ...
(Based on U.8; Census of Agriculture, 195L) . .
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1940 and 1952, then increased sharply after 195L, All harvested cropland in~
creased bty over 10,000 acres between 1940 and 1945 but there was a decline of
about 2,000 acres after 1945, Most of the changes in the crop pattern of the
county are a result of the Federal Wheat Acresge Allotment program, Under tlhis
program, with restrictions on wheat acreage on individual farms, land has been
diverted to other crops and, in some cases, has been removed from cultivation, -
Barley and hay crops have increased in acreage during recent years. The acre~
age in clover and timothy mixtures grown for hay has ingczeased steadily since
1939¢. A total of B840 acres were grown in 1955 compared with 8C acrés during
1939, ‘Alfalfa. hay _acreage declined sharply between 194k and 1949 but the
acreage devoted 0 alfalfa, however, has increased by one=third since 1955,
‘reaching: 2,hOO acres, Orchard acreage has declined steadily since 1939s

-
4

’WheatFaming D e . .

-In asreage and value wheat-is the 1eading crop of Asotin Countyu “CGrown
on the drylands, wheat was the first pioneer crop and has continued %o be the
major product of the region, Over 120 of the county’s farms grew wheat in 1950
Most wheat farms are large in order to use machinery ei’i‘icien.t"yc Acreage ine
creased firom 26,000 acres .%o 42,800 acres between 1939 and 1940," then dec;:r 2
slowly" to 38,800 acres in.1953. The Federal Wheat Acreage Allotment pcogfan
. began duang l95h. Wheat acreage.fell off ‘rapidly and in:1956 only 25,000
acres of-itheat were harvested, Asotin County wheat was back to its ’939 RECLOT

after three years of the acreage diversion program.v

Table 15,~ Varietiss of Wheat Grown
Agotin’ County, 1958

_Production Percent of

Classes and Varigties " (Bushels) | Total Crop

White Club Wheats “ : |
OUBR et mm mmm R — 313, 550 5505

Goldenemaccenmcunnnncnaaa -1 105,681 | 18,7 -
ReqUAmm=nmmnaemmmmmmmmammes | 61,015 97
e —— ,al | Bk
Elmares—cm—vacma- ———————————— 1 - 23,865 L2
rommoneWhite Wheats.- , S B ' N
Brevormmmeseamcoccmimmanmn | 11,575 - | 12.,0 S
ldagdmmmmcmanceenunncsnacen| 11,660 F2.6 .
MaTPedmm s m e oo 1,955:; R R ST
Hard-Red Winter Wheats B S
Turkey and Riowmece=ieces : =7,986 S L;;u?»*"

Total all classes and varisties | 564,600 |

Source: U,S.D.A,, AMS, Agric, Estimates p _i_g on
State of Washlngton ' ARIR

Peak production was recorded in 1946 when 1,2&3,000 bUShela were. harvasted,
Wheat is grown on the summer fallcw~system and ‘Yields. have varied with moisture
conditions and fertilization practices,. The range. has been from a low of 20
bushels per acre in 1953 to.a high of over 30 bushels per acre in 1956,
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Table 16,= Wheat and Barley: Acreage, Yield and Productiﬂn
| Asotin County, 1939«195?

State of Washington

X171 Wheat Barile
Year | Acreage (bﬁiﬁiﬁs Production || Acreage (bﬁggs Production
(acres) ver acre) (tushels) | (acres) per sore) (bushels)
1939 26,000 | 21,2 550,400 1 3,500 2L.5 85,.700 . .
1940 273000 22,0 594,000 | 6,000 22,0 132,000
1941 | 24,000 29,1 698ghoo_ 6 9300 | 28,0 176 500
1942 | 23,500 27,0 630,500 7,500 3065 9283800
19431 2h,300]. 28,1 '68u,ooo 6,600 | - 29,0 191,400
19hh | 32,700 27.6 902,000 6,300’. 270 170,200
1945 38 200 26,1 996, 500 5,700 27,0 151,000
1946 he,aoo 29,1 1,2&3,&00 3,000 30,0 90,000
1947 | Lo,000| 21,0 958,200 3,100 | 21,5 66 600
1948 | 39,500 | 29,9 . 1,182 000! ' ky200 23,0 ‘ 96 600
1949 | 38, 600 | 20,7 798 Loo| 5,600 | . 19.0 10&,500 _
1950 | 35,500 | 22,8 810, 5500 11,700 25,0 | 292,500 .
19511 37,000 | 29,8 1, 102 000| 4,200 26,0. | 109 200
1952 | 38,500 | 29,9 1,153,000 1,500 23,0 3h,500
1953 | 38,800 19,9 773,700 14,000 27,0 108,100
195h | 31,500 | 24,9 783,300( 9,400 | 30,0 282,000
19551 25,000 24,8 621,000 11,500 20,0 230,000
1956 | 26,100 |. 30,5 797,000ff 9,300 |~30,3° | 282,100
1957 231900 31,8 760,6001 11,200 } - 31,0 347,200
Source: . U,5,D.A., AMS, Agric. Estmates Division *
, State of Washington L
Table 17,- Spring Wheat and errter Wheat
Agotin County, 1939»-1957 Lo
Spring Wheat N Winter Wheat
¥ i Yield ' . Lt Ydeld '
ear | Acreage (bushels Production || Acreage (bushels Production
(acres) per acre) (bushels) || (acres) ver acre) {bushels) .
1939 | 1,500 | 19,6 29,400 § 2L,500 | 21,3 . 521,000
1540 -2 000 11,0 22,000 25,000 | 22,9 572,000 . -
941 u,ooo 25,0 - 100,000 20,000 | 29,9 . 598,400 ° .
1942 | k500 22,0 99,000 ,u193000 28,2 A535,soo .
19431 3,100 29,0 90,000 I 21,200| 28,0 594,000
19k | 3,300 2209 755600 |I" 29,400 | 28,1 826,400 -
1945 | L,200 23,2 97,600 31,000 | 26,6 azu,éoo -
1946 | 2,800 23.5 65,800 ,_36 000 | 29,5 1,062,000 .
1947 15800 23,0 ln; Loo 38,200 240 916,800
19481 1,500 28,0 42000 36,000 | 30.0 1,1uo,ooo
1949 | 7,000 17.0 119;000 s 7600 21,5 - - 679,400--
19501 3,000 21.0 - 63,000 - 32,500‘ 23.0 . 747,500
1951 | 5,000 22,0 110,000 .- 32,000-|. 31,0 992,000
1952 | 2,500 22,0 55,000 36,000 | 30,5 1,098 000
19531 6,200 17.0 105,400 32,600 | 20,5 668,300
-, 1954 5,800 21,5 12&,700.; -r26,8oo L2050 ) 656 600
19551 3,000 20,0 . | -.60,000-- | 22,000 | ..25,5 ;561,000
1956 | 2,100 31,0 65,100 2h,ooo 30,5 732,000
1957 700 26,0 | 18,200 23,200 | 32,0 742,400
Source: U,5,D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimates Division
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Because of the seasonal mgisture dlstribution, winter wheat (sown in the fall)
produces higher yields and.is preferred-to_spring-sown wheat. From 1949 to
1954 winter Whéat eereage declined only 1,000 acres, whereas spring wheat acre-
age 'declinéd ', 000 acres to less than one~half ite former total, Winter wheat

plantings damaged by winter-ldll
rally-:réseeded to:spring wheat,

Barlé&;'Oéts and Rye..’

» erosion or other climatic causes are gene~

" Batley is the,se¢ond most important crop, It is grown on the drylands

using the same summer fallow system as wheat.
1940's, “reaching a peak of 7,500 acres during
rally declined to a Iow in 1952 with the exception of

1942,

Increase was rapid in the early
Barley acreage then genc-
1950 when about 11,700

acres of barley were harvested, - Since the beginning of the Wheat Acreage
Allotment program, most of the acres diverted fram wheat have .been planted tc
barley, - Barley was. increased from 1,500 acres in 1952 to 11,500 acres by 1957,

Production was varied fr

‘bushels :in 1952,

to 19 bushels per acre in 1949,

om a high of 292,500 bushels in 1950 to a low of 3k,53C

Yields have ranged fram over 30 bushels per acre during 1942

the farms where it is grawn, About 115 farms grew barley in 155k,

i Table 18, Oats and Ryéﬁ Acreage, Yield and Prddﬁction
' Asotin County, 1939-1956

~

A large amount of 'harley is used for feed on

- Ozts {grain) : _Rye (for igrain).

Veur | Aoras Yield e 1 . Yidld | .

ear | Acreage (bushels Produgtion | Acreage (bushels Production

(acres) per acre) ‘(bushéls) | (acres) per acre) (tushels)
1939 | 1,030 25,0 255800 | 220 10,0 ° 2,200
who!| 1,000 20,0 205000~ | 280 10,0 2,800
19411 ... 8Q0. | 15,0 . -12,000 |- 290 9.0 | 2,600
1942 | 3,180 |. 27.0 | 31,000..] 190 | 20,0 ' | 3,800
19434, 1,050 22,0 . 23,100 |, -120: 16,5 .. 1,980
196 177930 | 2L40 224300 jor m~— T T .
19%51° 800 | ‘27,0 | 21,600 - i -—
1946, - 560 28,0 ©. 15,680 - e e
19471 - 550 26,0 14,300 i - —_—_—
L8117, b2o 22,0, 952L0 e - oo
19k9 | . W60 1 15,00 |« 645900 e . R
1950.1°..680 | 25,0 {. 17,000 - - —
19511 . 680 22,0, | ' 1kL,960 — - o
1952 1. - . 700 22,0 |. 15,400 i - -
1953 |,% 680 23,0 - 15,600 - i e
195k-1-7 14270 23,0 © 29,250 - - e
1955 * -850 18,0 15,300 —— - ——
1956} ° . 260 | 38.0- | . 9,880 - - o
<« - -Source: U.S.D.A,, AMS, Agric, Estimates Division =,
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Oats are popular <as a feed

Seeh

State’ of Washington
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‘grain buﬁ‘éeldom have been produééd aéiaibash

crop in'Asotin Countj;_ Acreage ‘harvested has fluctuatgd ﬁidelyn,,Almdstul,BOO
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acres were grown in 195k, but two years later less than 300 acres were hare
vested, Only 36 farms grew ocats during 1954, Production totaled slightly
over 23,000 bushels in 1954, Approximately half of the oat crop is fed on the
farms where it is produced, o

~ Small acreages.of rye and mixed grains are sometimes groun, “Almost no
rye has been produced in the county since the early 1940%s, In many years 200
to 300 acres of mixed grains are harvested, These minor grain crops are of
little economic importance,

Hay Crops

Alfalfa and small grains grown for hay are the. leading hay crops of :Asotin
County,” Both of these were harvested from about 2,100 acres in 1954 ..Alfalfa
increased rapidly after 1939, reaching & peak of 2,700 acres in 19kl bub the
acreage declined between 1944 and 1950, Only 1,800 acrgs were cut for hay in
1950 tut about 2,400 acres were grown in 1955, Most of the alfslfs hay is
used on the fams where grown., About 220 farms grew alfalfa for hay in 1954

and only 200 of the 3,300 tons of alfalfa hay produced were scld,

Small grains harvested for hay and feed have no: been grown as widely in
recent years as earlier, This is related to a decline in horses. WAbout 5,600
acres of emall grains were cut for hay in both 1940 and 1945, This total dew
clined to 3,600 acres im 1949 and to 2,100 acres by 1954, Total hay agcreage
Was about equal in both 1949 and 195k with other hay crops making.up for the
detline in grain hay produceéd. - About 100 farms grew grain hay in 195L and al-
most 2,500 tons of grain hay wewe produced, . ' '

Table 19,~ Clover-Timothy Hay and Alfalfa Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production
Asotin County, 1939-1955

m— .
Clover and Timothy Hay ' Alfalfa Hay
Year | Acreage %%sig | Preduction | Acreage %igig || Production
(acres) per acre) {tons). |.(acres) ‘ber acre) (tons)
1939 8o 1,2 100 25160 ~260 . . Uy300
1940 110 1.h° 150 2,220 1.5 3,400
9411 130 1.0 130 . | 2,300. 2,7 6,200
L2 130 1.3 - 170 23450 |- 2,7 6,500
19431 100 1.6 160 2,570. |. . 2,7 }---6,830 - -
Lk 60 1,3 80 2,700 1.5 1 Ly100.
1945 .70 1,3 90 2,560 2,1 5,300
1946 80 1.4 . 110 2,040 2,0 "Ly, 100
1947 | . 1Lo 1.3 180 1,910 .| 2.1 . 1,000
1948 | 200 1,5 300 1,760 | - 2.5 ¢} i L,kop.
19239 280 1:11 380 1’,8&0 196 : 2, 900
1950 360 1.k ‘520 1,800 | .2,0. |. 3,600
1951 | Loo 1,0 100 2,040 | .. 30 | 6,200
1952 | 520 1,3 670 2,070 [ * 1,0 .| 2,100
19531 630 1,0 630 1.2,140 | .1,5 . 73,300
195 [ 780 9 730. - | 2;160. ‘15" | . 3,200
10551 8ho . 1.2 190 12,400 0. 1,9, 4,500 -

Source: U.S.Dohs, AMS, Agric, Estimates Division
State of Washington
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~wt i Minex hay erops and silage were taken from-almost 13400 acres-in-1954,
;"Oné-half of this total was.clover and timothy grown-as aimixture for hay,

.+ Cléver ard timothy has increased:steadily from 80 acres in 1939 to over 800
‘acres in 1955, Wild hay was cut from only 20 -acres in 1954, COther hay was
harvested on 600 acres, One farm produced 2l acres of silage during 1954,

i Total hay and eilage production was sbout’ 7,200 tons during. 195l which was

- .% only..one~half ton:per head of cattle, sheep and horses kept on Asotin County

i farms~in tHat year, . ‘ FCE Lo

(
.

Qther Field Crops

A variety of minor crops are produced on small acreages, Potatoes har~
vested for home use or sale totaled 12 acres in 195L, Produetion of potatoes

, "?“;hasldeglined.since 1939 but. yields par acre have been considerably. higher in

.- .recent, years.. About 100 acres of dry field and seed peas were harvested duriiy
- 1954 and another 250 acres of various field seed crops were preducede Vire

- . tually-no field corn has been grown in Asotin County since the early 19L0's,
- Although about. two out of every three farms grow some vegetables for home use,
only aﬁoub 20 acres of commercial vegetables were reported by the U, S, Census
in 195 o ‘

5*;$;ee'Fruiﬁsggﬁuts_andfGrapes

-z Production of tree fruits is. an.important activity in localized. sections

‘- of Asotin County such as Clarkston Heights and. Snake River benchlands. In 1945
... aboub 3LO Asotin County farms maintained 1,100 acres of land ip tree fruits,
Several or the larger orchards.yere abandoned between 1945 and 1949:and by 1954
only 18k farms reported land devebed to fruits with a total of 840 acres used
"in this mamner, . ) :

There has been a downward trend in fruit tree numbers sinee about 1910,

. The peak number of trees in most species was reached at that time, There were
.approximately 106,000 fruit trees in Asotin County in 1930 compared with only
22,000 in 1954, Peaches; cherriés and apples were the most important fruits
grown 'in-earlier periods, < In recent years, -peaches, sweet: cherries, pears,

. plums and prunes have been the most popular fruits,. Fruits accounted for about
1 percent of Asotin County's farm inceme in both 1949 and 195k, Some farms
produce a few grapes and muts mainly for home consumpition, '

"4t Table 20,- Bearing Fruit Trees
hE ' " Asotin County, 1890-195)

»
3

Icar ! Apples:{ Cherries | Pears | Prunes & Piums Peaches | Apricots
1890 2,h11_ : 2 | 326 . 384 R 1,697 »30&_
11900 | 17,98} 19,053 | 5,061 1 - L,90h | 17,3k | 1,167
19101 18,3Lh 1 23,179 f3,L37| = 5,552 | 53,h57 | 1,786
« 1920 | 25,979 |- 13,578 2,174 - 1,2L0 1,206 1. 673
1930 § 15,03k |- 17,162 | 3,374} - 10,327 .| 255979 3,229
SI9L0 1 9,639 | 20,341 1,222 . 908 | 7,057 | 2,928
219501 8,797 9,207:| 1,Lk29 810 | 9,172 |. 2,55L
<1954 | L,59%9] 5,98) | 2,561 . 2,411 10,338 1,612

Sources: ' Washington Tree Fruits, Wash. Crop and Livestock Reporting Service,
~v- -UeBuDuly- and Wash. State Dept,.of Agriculture, Cooperating, 1952, U, S,

Censuses‘of Agriculture, 1890-195k,



